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Many socio-political and 
religious movements have sug­
gested migration as a means of 
bringing relief to oppressed 
people. From the exodus of 
Moses and the Children of Is­
rael to the Back-to-Africa 
movement of Marcus Garvey, 
this method has been advoca­
t 'ed, with success by some and 
failure by others. In the Is­
lamic movement of Prophet Mu-­
hammad (peace and blessings be 
upon him) the migration of his 
follower~ from Mecca to Me~ 
dina was an effective tactical 
procedure whose consequences 
changed the course of human 
history. This great event is 
known as the- Hij ra. 

ap_proached in succession, re­
fused to do so and some · even · 
assaulted him. When tragedy 
seemed about to engulf -the 
movimemt, a gleam of hope came 
that fulfilled his appeal to 
Allah in such a de$pera t e cir­
cumstance. During the pilgri­
mage season and the sacred 
months, when the traditional 
laws forbade violence and when · 
people from all over Arabia 
~onverge~ ~n Mecca, he con­
yerted six people from Medina, 
who swore allegience to him. 

The people of Medina (a 
city 400 miles from Mecca) 
were neighbors of the Jews and 
Christ~ans, and had some no­
tion of prophets and Divine 

THE MOVE 
THAT MADE 

·THE ·DIFFERENCE 
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The mission of- Prophet 
Muhammad. was considered a men­
ace by the Quraish, the ·ruling 
tribe of Mecca. They were 
bent on crushing the young 
movement before it could gain 
any strength of numbers or in­
fluence. The ridicule and 
physical abuse by the Quraish 
became so unbearable that 
-preaching in Mecca seemed 
hopeless. But the Prophet and 
his sma l l band of followers 
continued to persevere despite 
recurring calamities. 

Muhammad (peace and bles­
sings be upon him) used every 
opportunity to preach publi~ly 
and to contact outsiders · who 
visited Mecca. He tried to 
persuade one tribe after an­
other to afford him she·lter to 
carry on his mission of re­
form. ·Fifteen tribes, whom he 

; 

messages. They knew also that 
the "people of the Book" were . 
awaiting the arrival of a pro­
phet--a last comfort~r. Con.- . 
vinced that Muhammad was the 
awaited prophet, they decided 
to waste no time -in embracing 
Islam. They told the Propbet . 
that their people would be re­
ceptive to Islam and pledged, 
"We will not worship anything 
but one God; we will not steal 
nor commit adultery nor kill 
our children ; we will in no 
wise slander, nor will we dis-· 
obey the Prophet in anything 
that· is right." 

The following year a doz­
en new converts from Medina· 
took the oath of allegiance 
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From the 
Editor's Desk 

AL-ISLAM journal has 
reached another milestone 
in the history of its pub­
lication. This · issue marks 
the fourth anniversary of a 
continuous -effort to dis­
seminate the .message of Is­
lam--a message of enduring 
relevance for a world · 
searching for light, guid~ 
ance, and truth. The past 
four. years has been a peri­
,od of . hard work and, often, 
frustration. As in any 
sincere effort, however, 

:there are always those mo­
ments of satisfaction and 
success. We have made many 
friends, and of course, we 
have also ma-de a few ene- , 
mies. 

AL-ISLAM journal 'has 
been an integral part of 
the Islamic Party's objec­
.tive to make "Islam" a 
household word, and to make 
the spiritual and moral 
perspectives the proper­
means for judging human ac- · 
tions and building human 
relationships. AL-ISLAM 
has not attempted to be a 
variety magazine or a- news 
periodical with popular ap­
peal. Rather, its purpose 
has been to present new 
outlooks on social and per­
sonal problems, and to pro­
pose new directions where 
traditional-roads lead only 
to dead ends. 

We want this volume of 
AL-ISLAM t o be ·even more 
provocative, enlightening 
and meaningful. We will 
try to further clarify and 
define the Islamic movement 
and way of life and its po­
tential for the peopl~ of 
North America.. We also in­
vite you, our readers, to 
share with us your views, 
opinion~, and ~uggestions. 
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The protec·ti ve func·tion_ of the Arabic language in preser-.ring the pure 
sources of Islam cannot be denied. Nor is there any ·argument against 
Arabic as an important element in Islamic education and culture. And 
people with knowledge of Arabic have a meaningful role in the Islamic 
movement. However, due tt"o a wrong emphasis, many- Muslims in this coun­
try have fostered the impression that proficiency -in the Arabic lan-

.' guage i ·s a prerequisite for understanding, practicing, and propagating 
Islam. 

On numerous occasions, Amir-ul-Jamaat, Muzaffaruddin Hamid has ad~ 
dressed this subject in order to show that Islam is not restricted by 
language. Below is an excerpt from a recent' khutba (sermon) in which 
he presented a variation on the same theme ~ 

"Whenevel;' We sent a mes­
senger to co~vey Our message, 
he delivered it in the lan~ 
guage of his people so that he 
may make it clear to them. 
Then Allah leaves straying .. 
those whom He pleases and 
guides whom He pleases: And 
He is Exalted in Power, Full . 
of Wisdom" (XIV: 4). We must 
listen to this verse very 
carefully. Qontrary to what 
many _ think, we- know the Pr~­
phets were all intelligent· 
men. They thought out the 
question · of ·establishing and 
furthering the work of Al- . . 
mighty Allah, and deliberately 
chose, after contemplating ·the 
most .effective _ way to d_o that. 

If you study the history 
of the Prophets you will see 
that many of them were raised 
in· the cosmopolitian areas of 
their countries. They were 
raised in the crossroads, like 
Mecca for an example, which 
was the crossroads of the com­
mercial life of Arabs, In­
dians, Persians, and other 
people speakin~ various lan­
guages. From the political 
standpoint, it was also a 

multi-lingual area. Other 
areas ro which Prophets came-­
Egypt, Iraq, for example--were 
also crossroads of culture, 
and by inference we can easily 
understand how various lan­
guages could have been · spoken 
by the people in the cosmo­
politan towns. On the other . 
hand, even ·though this fact 
is there, the Messengers chose 
to sp~ak the language of the 
majority of· the people in the 

,. particular region where they 
had to take the .Islamic call. 

What does the verse mean 
in terms of making the message 
plain? This verse ~ays: "He 
delivered it in . the language­
of his people so that he may 
make it clear to them." The 
role of language is _to com­
municate ideas and to extract 
'understanding so that people 
can cooperate and w6rk to~ 
gether. - In this particular 
case, the objective of the 
Prophets in choosing to deliv­
er their message fn the lan­
guage of the people that were 
to receive that me~sage was so 
that the message 'should be 
macle clear to them .. 
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We must understand that 
•this directly affects the na­
ture of Islam. We should all 
know that Islam is a universal 
ideology based on certain uni­
versal principles and that it 

_·has no racial, social_, or lin­
·guistic barriers. Once we set 
up any barriers, then we have 
put an impediment in the way 
of spreading Islam. If we 
look carefully into this verse 
we will see that tanguage has 
not been presented as a bar~ 
rier to the universa1. ·nawah of 
Allah. 

WorkeJ;s who _follow the 
messengers of Allah and who 
want to. be effectiv~ in 
spreading and establishing Is­
lam, in whatever part of the 
world and regardless of what 
language they speak, should 
-do at least two things. 
First, they have to speak the 
language of the people they 
are working with and are seek­
ing to bring to Islam. The 
question of , l~nguage an~ de­
livering the Dawah was also 
Erought up in the Quran in re­
lation to ·6ur Prophei. Allah 
·said to the Prophet that h~d 
he come speaking any other 
language than Arabic, the peo­
ple would have said here is a , 
man speaking a foreign tongue. 
Even the Prophet h:t.mself had. 
to speak the Arabic language 
in order to give the message 
to Arabic-speaking people. 

. Secondly, the_ workers 
must have command over the 
language. That is, they must 
understand that there are dif­
ferent levels of speaking a 
language. For example, there 
is a Harlem English, and there 
is a Harvard English. Those 
who want t .o have an effective 
Dawah in the E~&lish language 
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HIJRA cont. 

and requested the Prophet to 
provide them with a teacher to 
instruct their people in the 
new faith. The work of the 
missionary, Musab, prove~ ve~y 
successful and he led a group 
of seventy three more converts 
to Mecca at the time of pil­
.grimage. This group invited 
Muhammad (peace and- blessings 
be upon him) and his compan­
ions to migrate to Medina, and 
pledged to protect him as they 
'would their own families. 
Secretly, the Muslims emigra~ 
.t~d to Medina in small groups. 
The Prophet, too, arrived 
safely after escaping an 
assassination plot devised by 
the Quraish. 

The objective of Prophet 
Muhammad (peac~ and blessings 
be upon him) was to establish 
Islam as a way of life. His . 
movement had reached ·the _stage 
in which it needed a _center, a 
home base where the faith 
could be practiced and demon­
strated to mankind. The Hijra 
provided this possibilft_y. 

- His first concern in Me­
dina was to build a place of 
worship, a mosque·, where the 
believers could also meet to 
-discuss the affairs of the 
community. Islam, unlike 
other ~eligions, subscribes .to 
a political and social order _ 
which is to be carefully .esta-

·blished. Paradise is achieved 
through righteousness and 
through a system of social and 

·political organization which 
will make righteousness ·pos­
sible on this earth. · In meet­
ing this challenge, the Pro­
phe·t fused the Muslim commun­
ity, made up of various clans, · 

· into a solid nation with one 
loyalty, Islam, and one bro­
therhood transcending tribal 
customs. , 

His next task was the 
maintenance of peace and secu­
rity among the various tribes 
and the creation of a common. 
system of security for the · 
city of Medina. To this end 
he invited the representatives 

) 

of the Muslims as well as · the 
non-Muslim inhabitants of the 
region: Arabs, Jews, Christ­
ians and others, and ~sta­
blish~d the City-State of Me­
dina. He formed a written 
constitution--the fir~t of its 
kind in the world--in which 
were defined the duties and 
rights of both the citizens 
and the head of state. The 
constitution laid down princi­
ples of defense -and foreign 
policy; it organized a syste~ 
of social insurance, it recog-

.• I 

nized that prophet ·Muhammad 
(peace and blessings be upon 
him) would have· the final w_ord 
in all differences, and that 
there was no limit to his power 
of legislation. It recognized 

_also freedom of religion, al­
lowing Jews, Christians and 
others to practice the religion 
of their choice. 

AL-ISLAM . 

. Hijra ' is not . limited to 
the - hi'storical migration -of 
Prophet ·Muhammad (peace an~ _ 
blessings be upon him) -from 
Mecca to Medina. It is an in­
stitution that has a permanent' 
role in the struggle between 
right and wrong ~ The Quran 
instruets: - ''When angles take 
the souls of those who die in 
sin against their souls, they 
say: 'In· what condition were 
you?' The people an_swered: · 
'Weak and oppressed were we in 
the - earth. ·' The angels reply: 
'Was not. the earth of Allah 
spacious enough _for you to 
move yourselves away from 
evil?'" Prophet Muhammad, 
when asked w,hich was the best 
Hijra·, replied: . "That you 
abandon that which displeases 
Allah and accept and ·adopt 
that which pleasesAllah." 

Based on the example of 
the Prophet's movement, Hijra 
is not simp,ly leaving_ the 
·struggle and seeking exile i _n , 
a less hostile environment. · 

Within a ten year period 
after the establishment of 
this State, not only the entire 
Arabian peninsula submitted to 
Islam, but Islam's coptact with 
the major civilizations of its 
time--the Byzantine · (Roman) and 
the Persian--had ·begun. Iri the 
ensuing encounter Islam emerged 
successful. 

· Hijra (migration) is made to 
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a place which welcomes !~lam, 
a place _where the believers 
can establish the g9y~t;'pm.ecn_t j ,,J 

.of Allah Qr where they can:· - ct 
further intens-ify their ef­
forts towards tha~ end. 
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An Appeal from Trinidad 
The following letter is one that every sincere Muslim in North (and 

.South) America should read. It exposes the hypocrisy and corruption 
of people who can be ·called the "internal" enemies of Islam, but yet it 
reflects the hope ~nd potential of a righteous force .that will carry 
forth the duty of enjoining the good and fqrbidding the evil." 

Dear .f\mir-ul-Jamaa t ·, • 

I have been in Trinidad 
almost two years now. When I 
first came I sought the help 

-Of the Muslims here. There 
are eighty to one hundred 
thousand Muslims, most of whom 
are of Indian descent. Being 
born in the States , proved to 
be an asset because the -bro­
thers and sisters were curious 
to know how Islam was in the 
States. I was taken into the 
homes of Indian and African 
~uslims alike, and was intro­
duced to various leaders. 
Fortunately, I listened much 
more than I talked. 

Within this community of 
Muslims is open hate and vio­
lence. Racism runs rampant 
and crime is at an all time 
high (and going higher). The 
majority of · Muslims practicing 
Islam are the African Muslims. 
They are slighted by the In­
dian brothers because of their 
love for Allah. The -Indian 
brothers claim to be "born" 
Muslims and· consider the Afri­
cans "converts," which to the 
Indians mean that the Afric~ns 
are not Muslims. The Indians 
prefer to mar~y their daugh­
ters to_unchaste men and 
Hindus rather than to a right­
eous brother because of his 
race. 

The- ·leaders of Muslim or-
• ganizations hold money that is 

to be used for the community . 
and even steal money that is 
to be Uped for the propagation 
of Islam. The presioent of 
one group is a manager of an 
insurance company where usury 
goes on and he was involved in 

· · a Texas scandal. Books which 
were sent to be _ give~ away 
free are s~ld, . hidden, ·or said 
to be false. 

Even in a khutba I heard 
a "Sheikh" who had st~died at 
Al-Ahzar say that even though 

he spoke Arabic and supposedly 
knew Islamic Law, he still 
knew little about Islam. He 
went on to say that the new 
Muslims (converts) had no hope 
of understanding Islam because 
they knew only English and 
that English doesn't- give you 
the "real thing." This man 
told me earlier, however, that 
the Arabic books .contain the 
"same thing" as the English 
books, and that you did not 
need to know Araqic to under­
stand Islam. _He claims Sayyid 
Qutb to be · a fanatic, ·and he 
praises Nasser. He has never 
read Maududi. This man also 
twists the minds of brothers 
who bear witness to Allah, be­
fore they can get proper 
training. ~ His kind of people 
9penly try · to keep Islam an 
Indian religion and the organ­
izations fight to see who can 
control .the minds of the Mus­
lims. 

- I remember a khutba you 
gave just before I left Wash­
ington. In it you pointed out 
the difference between a coun­
try with Muslims in it and an 
Islamic state. You also 
pointed out how Algeria_ was 
-the world's largest; wine ex­
porter. That kind of situa­
tion exists here where Muslims 
of the West meet with the Mus­
lims of the East who have let 
t~eir commun._ities decay. 
There are seventy masjids 
here, but none of them have 
any classes for true Islam, 
and women in some areas are 
restricted from coming to- the 
mosque even for Jumaa. The 
African brothers are left . with 
nothing; the Indian brothers 
sell their pork, cigarettes 

f ' 

and rott-gut rum. , 
This problem is so seri­

ous ' that some honest brothers 
have gotten together to form 
an Islamic movement. We need 
teachers, books, schools, 
mosques, fu·nds, etc. to become 

SUPPLEMENT 

leaders in the community. We 
therefore wish to open talks 
with Masjid-ul-Ummah and The 
Islamic Party in North Ameri­
ca t'o become affiliated with 
you. We are trying · to raisa 
funds to send delegates to 
talk with you an~ see how you 
may be able to help us. We 
wish to do - this soon as possi­
ble because too much time has 
be-en wasted already. 

There is a bill which a 
man named Kamaluddin Mohammed 
wants passed limiting reli­
gious organ1zations here. 
Also, the "Nation of Islam" 
was host ·to Farrakhan .. who con-

·-ned the people into believing 
that E,lijah Muhammad was. hon:­
orable. Their whole program 
is money. I look forWard to 
hearing fro~ you, · and the b~o­
thers'· and sist~ts . here. serid ' 
'their _ salaahts · t 8' the ·hrot :heis 
and sisters . there. · .. · · · -~· 

M.Y.M. 
Trinidad, West Indies . 

LANGU~~~ con. t~. 

must have comm~nd over that 
language, and be able to use 
the language effectively in 
different .circles arid ori dif­
ferent levels. This is very 
important. There -is no demand 
in Quran nor in the .history ­
of ~ny Prophet, that requires 
a people to learn a new lan~ 
guage or to change their lan­
guage prior to or even after 
accepting the Dawah. 

Let us read the s·~cond 

part of the verse very car-e­
fully: "Then Allah lets go 
astray whomsoever He will and 
shows guidance to whomsoever 
He desires." _ This clearly 
states that Allah only lets 
people go astray after the 
m~ssage has been made clear to 
them. And He only gu'ides peo­
ple to the right way after the 
message has been made clear to 
them. The ·question to ask 
our.selves is HAS the message 
been made clear to t 'he people 
in North America? Before we 
close the doors on any people 
and declare that -they are des­
tined for the fire, we should 
make sure that the message has 
been made plain to them. 

~-
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____ Why/Embro~dhmm __ ~------~~------~----~-

Not satisfied with the 
Church of England in which I 
had been brought up:, . as· it 
lacked vitality and definite 
authoritative teachings, I .be· 
carne a Roman Catholic at the 
age of 20. I had to believe 
in the infallibility of the 
Church, and in any teaching of 
the Church, no matter how con­
trary to reason. If my reason 
rebelled, as it often did, I 
had to tel~ myself that my 
reason was wrong and that the 
teachings .of the Church were 
above -reason. 

One example was the be­
lief that every wafer ' consumed 
at Holy Communion is changed 
into Jesus Christ, - both God 
and man alt~ough no change ia 
apparent to ·the senses. I 
wondered· how a whole man could 
be in so many wafers at the 
same time, not only in that 
church, but in - churches all ~ 
over the world. There seemed 
to be something repugnant · 
about the idea of consuming 
human flesh an'd blood. 

·r also found ' IIJ.yself ·tin­
able to wholeheartedly accept 
the worship of the Virgin Mary 
and the Saints. Catholics do 
not believe that the mother of 
Jesus is Divine, but they 
speak of her as the Queen of 
Heaven and regard her inter­
cession as essential. I once 
heard a priest tell a class of 
scpool-children that a man who 
had been very wicked was saved 
from Hell by one thing--he 
never forgot to pray to "Our 
Lady." I could not reconcile 
this with the Biblic·al version 
of Christianity--Jesus as the 
Savior of the world. 

For a ' period qf about a 
year I felt very divided as a 
result of corning into contact 
with a number of Protestants 

1 whose 'ardo~ and sincerity 
ma,tched that of the Catholics. 
They presented me with a 
clear-cut alternative to Ca­
thol1cism, ·based an the Bible . 
alone. Although -! ·admired 

· their simplicitiy of faith, I 
could not agree that one is 
saved by faith alone, nor that 
one can never lose one's faith 
once he has accepted Christ as 
Savior. 

I knew little about Is- · 
- lam. I was rather prejudiced 
by reason of certain newspaper 
articles about the slave trade 
in Arab countries, polygamy, 
traffic in drugs and cruelty 
to animals • . I had a vague 
memory of school-days history 
of the crusades, which gave 
the impression that the Mus-

-lims were barbaric -and intol­
erant. I remembered how my 
feeling of being torn between 
the doctrines of Catholicism 
and Protestantism had driven 
me to despair and a serious 
nervous -breakdown. iWould this 
new quest for truth lead me to 
an even worse condition?. 

I prayed that God would 
guide me to the truth. In or­
der to make a just judgement, 
I imagined that I was a person 
from a remote place, who had 
never heard of Christianity, 
~nd I put. personal memories 
and prejudices out of my mind, 
as far as possible. I con­
sidered the -possible alter­
natives regarding the Q:uran. 

SAY: "WE BELIEVE IN ALLAH, AND IN WHAT HAS BEEN REVEALED TO US AND 
WHAT WAS REVEALED TO ABRAHAM, ISMA' JL, ISAAC, JACOB, AND . THE TRIBES, 
AND I:N (THE BOOKS) . GIVEN TO MOSES , JESUS, . AND THE PROPHETS, FROM 
THEIR LORD: • WE MAKE NO DISTINCTION BE'IWEEN ONE AND ANOTHER AMONG 
T~, AND TO ALLAH 00 WE BOW OUR WILL (IN ISLAM) • " IF ANY-ONE DE-
SIRES A RELIGION OTHER THAN ISLAM (SUBMISSION TO ALLAH), NEVER WILL 
IT BE ACCEPTED OF HIM; AND IN THE HEREAFTER HE WILL BE IN THE RANKS · 
OF ',l'OOSE WOO .HAVE LOST (ALL SPIRITUAL GOOD). 

(The Holy Quran: Chapter 3, Verses 84-85) 

Either it was a Revelation 
from God or Muhammad had ob­
tained his information about 
histories described in the Bi­
ble from human sources and had 

I 

pretended- to be . inspired by 
God, or he was inspired by the ­
devil. 

· I obtained some informa­
tion about the lLfe and char­
acter of Muhammad from other 
books and sources, both Muslim 
and non-Muslim. It seemed 
likely that he had obtained 
his detailed knowledge of 
Jewish and Christian history ' 
from human sources, since he . 
could not read the Bible, but 
if he had talked to Jews and 
Christians, . he would have 
found it difficult to remember 
so many details from a few 
conversations, while if he had 
had any intensive in-structions 
from Jews .and Christians, 
other people woul,d have known 
about it and would have ex­
posed him as ~ f~aud. -

A study of his character 
convinced me th~t he was inca-· 
pable of misrepresentation. 
He-was devout, kirid, just, · 
forgiving, and avoi~ed the 
sins which spring from self­
ishnes~ and self-indulgence. 
An unscrupulous man, prep~red 
to tell blasphemous lies for 
his own ends, would not have 
faced thirteen years of perse­
·cution and discouragement as 
Muhammad did. Nor would his 
followers _have shared his suf­
ferings for .so many years -if 
they had not believed his sin­
cerity. 

When success came to him, 
_he did not become a proud, in­
tolerant dictator as a self-

~ seeking man would have done. 
He conti~ued to live simply 
and with hum1lity, and he for­
gave the people of Mecca· who 
had caused so much trouble for · 
h'irn and his j:ollowers, when he 
could have wreaked vengeance 
ori__ them. Only a man who sin­
cerely sought to please God . 

cont. p. 4 
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· Eid ul Adha Quote 
I 

·~shedding the blood· of lambs {s 
a demand from Allah. This demand 
prepares the believers mentally and 
emotionally to shed other types of 
blood in the struggle to establish 
the rule of. Allah on earth ••••• Sac­
rificing small animals should remind 
us that _there are many forces on 
this ··earth that must be fought and 
subdued. Remember that the throat 
of Shirk must be cut. The throat ' of 
the forces of Shaitan that seek to 
destroy the believers . and the Party 
'of Allah must . be cut as well. 

Those who cut the throats of 
the lambs must first be ready to cut 
the throats of the false gods within 
.themselves. Until they cut the . 
'throats oi the 'false whims, the 
false desires~ and "the shirk in 
their own l~ves, they shoulc;l not 
proce!'ld to cut the throats of the 
famb~, and,. ~eve_r 'will they be able 
!o. 

1

yU~ the· ~· ~.h/oats ' of t?e' fo.~cre~ . ~f 
8sliaita· . , ,, -' ) · o..·.~ Am:l.r-~l:...Jamaat . _, ') . 

• • 
Have you. read th.e introductory 
issue o~ AL-BAYAN~ you' 11 · 
appreciate its frank and open 
criticism. What kind of pub­
lication is AL-BAYAN? 

. . ... ~ ~ -

"Al-Bayap ••• is the collabora­
tive effort of a number of' Muslims 
who desire to present an informed, 
critical and above all independent 
view of the contemporary Muslim sit­
uati'on. At' a time when the respon­
sibility for the future of Islam is 
be~ng ,progressively abandoned by the 
so-called Muslim. leaders and move 
ments to regimes of the most dubi­
ous, not to say ~epugnant, character, 
and · a dangerous tendency to conform­
ism and intole~ance is developing in 
Muslim circles in North Amer-ica, the 

. least that can be done is to provide 
an -alternative voice of independent 
criticism, that owes no allegiance to 
any regime, individual, group or or­
ganization. 

The reader will not find here 
any celebration of the so-called Is­
lamic solidarity that is no more than 
a hypocri·tical .conspiracy of gangster 
chieftains · whose allegiances lie in 
Washington and the international cen­
ters of wealth an~ corruption. It is 
hoped~ however, that he will find 
analyses of the current situation in 
various Muslim countries and lesser­
known items of information that will 
serve to stimulate thought and maybe 
ultimately action. 

AL-BAYAN 
P.O. Box 40,31 
Berkeley, California 94704 

TO OUR 
READERS 

THE ISLAMIC PARTY LINE is 
now a supplement that is re­
served for exp~oring the prob­
lems and concerns ·of the 
Muslim community. All mosques 
qpd Muslim organizations are 
invited . to . send us the signi­
ficant n'ews, developments, _and 
problems in your respective 
areas. Efforts will be made 
to incorporate as much of your 
material in this supplement ' as 
possible. 

, T 

. 

HAPPY · 
NEW YEAR 

1396 

-

May 'it be a year 
of rededication 

• 

to continue 
carrying out 

jihad on all levels 
cause of in the 

Allah. 
January 1st. - 4th Anniversary 

lfilye · ~sla~ir Jart~ 
IN NORTH AMERICA 

3 

_N.A.A.M: · Report 

The proceedings of the 
First Annual Conference of the 
North American Association of 
Masjids (N.A.A.M.) will be 
published in the near future. 
The conference was held in 
Montreal, Quebec, Canada on 
the weekend of October 10-12, 
1975. Those persons and · 
groups interested in N.A.A~M. 
should contact any of the fol­
lowing area represent~tives: 

Masjid As-Saffat 
(Temporar.y NAAM Headquarters) 
P.O. Box 16046 

, Columbus, Ohio 43216 

Sayyid Abdul Al-Khabyyr 
1882 St. Clare Rd. 
Montreal, Quebec, CANADA 

· Masj id Al-Alllin 
125 N. 19th St. 
Birmin~ha~, Alab~ma 35203 

Muhammad Antar 
886 Ventura St. 
Altadena, California 91001 

Masjid Kalimat 
4735 ·Meldrum Ct. 
Detroit, Michigan 48207 

.· 

Mosque of Islamic Brotherhoo~, 
Inc. 

P.O. Box 664, .G.P.O. 
Brookly?, New York 11201 

Bait-ul Qurai.sh 
476 18th 
Newark,- N.J. 07302 

Bait-ul Yathrib 
Box 185 
Bealton, Va. 22712 

Masjid-ul Ummah 
770 Park Road N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20010 

Mosque of Islamic Revivalist 
Movement, Inc. 

:P.O. Box 91192 
Cleveland, Ohio 44101 

Masj id Al-Falaq 
492 W. Thornton 
Akron, Ohio 44307 

Masjid-ul Hajj 
P.O. Box 1475 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 
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I MAN 
!man (faith) is firm be­

lief arising out of knowledge 
and conviction. Tne man who 
knows and lays unshakable be­
lief in the Uni~y of God, in 
His Attributes, in His Law and 
Revealed Guidance, and in. the 
Divine Code of Reward and Pun­
ishment is called- Mumin 
(faithful). This faith invar­
iably leads man to a life of 
obe.dience and . submission to 
the Will of God. The one who 
lives this life of submission 
is known as Muslim. This 
should clearly br.ing home the 
fact that without fa.ith no man 
can be a true Muslim. It is 
the indispensable essential; 
rather, the very starting 
point, without which no begin­
ning can be made. 

On the contrary, it is 
po·ssible that a man may have 
faitq but, because of the 
weakness of his will-power, 
poor training, or bad company, 
he may not be living the life 
of a true Muslim. As such, 
from the v~ewpoint of Islam 
and Faith, all me.n may be 
cla~s~fied into four categor­
ies: 

1.. Those who have firm · 
faith--a faith that makes them 
absolutely and whole-heartedly 
submit to God. They follow 
the way of God and devote 
themselves to seek' His pleas­
ure by doing all that H~ likes 
and avoiding all that He dis­
likes. In their devotion they 
are even more fervent than is 
the common man . in pursuit of 
wealth and glory. Such men are 
true M-uslims. 

. \ 

2. Those who do have 
fai,th, who believe in God, His 
Law and the Day of Judgement, 
but whdse faith is not deep . 
and strong enough to make them 
totally submit to God. They 
are far below the rahk of true 
Muslims, they deserve punish­
ment for their defaultations 
and . ~isdeeds, but still they 
are Muslims. _They are wrong­
doers but not rebels. They 
acknowledge the Sovereign and 
His Law as supreme, and though 
violating the Law and admit­
ting their own guilt, they 
have not actually revolted 
against the Sovereign . . Thus, 
they are guilty and deserve 
punishment, but Muslims they 
remain. 

3. Those who do not pos­
sess faith at all. These peo­
ple refuse to acknowledge the 
sove~eignity of God and are 
rebels. Even if their conduct · 
is ·not bad and even ·if they 
are not spreading corruption 
and violence, ~hey remain reb­
els and their apparent good 
deeds are o'f little value. 
Such m~n are like outlaws;· 
even if their action is in 
consonance -with ·th~ ·taw -'of the 
land, he does not become a 
loyal and obedient citizen. 
In the same way the apparent 
good of. those who revo-lt 1 ' · • 

against God cannot compensate 
for the gravity of the· real 
wrong, revolt, and ·disobedi..; , 
ence. 

4. Those who neither pos­
sess faith nor do good deeds. 
They spread disorder· in the 
world. and perpetrate all kinds 

·of violence and oppression. 
They are the worst of the peo~ 
ple; for they are rebels as 
well as wrongdoers and c~imi­
nals. 

Islam offers you: ... 
A NEW LIFE AHEAD 

THE COMMUNITY MOSQUE 
770 Park Rd. N.W. Washington, D.C. 

-

VISITORS WELCOME . 
FOR TRANSPORTATION: 
291-2300 or 882-9804 

AL-ISIAM 

SEARCH cont. 

could .have conducted· himself 
so well in adversity and -pros­
perity. Jesus said, "By their 
fruits · ye shall know them." A 
hypocrite cannot avoid giving 
himse·lf away at sometime. In 
Muhammad's life there was no­
thing to cause people to ques­
t -ion his sincerity. 

Again., _was it possible 
that the devil could sometimes 
take control of a normally 
good man~ and delude him into 
thinking that his inspirations 
came from God? Was it likely 

' that the devil would· establish 
. an apparently, go~d r~ligion 

for the sole purpdse of pre­
venting people from being 
saved through faith in the 
sacrifice o f l Jesus· Christ-.-a 
religic;m which aboli:shed-:~poly­
theism a~d idolatry, which · 
established justi.ce:, enjoiqed 
worship of God and help for 
the poor, which improved the 
status of women, which en­
jo'ined univer,sal brothe·rhood 
an.d . toleranc:e.,~ oLother~ r.e rr.i~:) 
gions, and wh~ch advocated the 
freeing of slaves. 
i As ·against this, there ig 
no version 1 of Christian~i:y v·.: 

which is really satisfactory;: 
·christians ·b'elieve 1 th~:rt- 'beC· ' 
cat,tse of the Fall o:E' Adart? :ind 
Eve, all human beings are born 
in a ·s.tate of original sin and 
are unable ·by their own· ac­
tions to merit Heaven. Mus­
lims, however ; do not beli~ve 
that people are' punish~d fo~ 
the sins of .Adam and Eve. ( . 
They believe .that .all human 
beings are born in innbcenck 
.and can only lose their hope 
of heaven by their ·own ·sins 
when they are old enough to be 
guilty of deliberate wrong­
doing. 

· The course of research 
and reasoning which I followed 
took many months before I felt 
sufficiently· sure to make ·a 
dec faration of faith in Islam. 
I married a nominal Muslim but 
I became a Muslim in spite of 
my marriage, not because of 
it. I was converted as a re- · 
sult of reading the~oly Q~ran 
and, to some extent, by the 
examp·le- of good Muslims. 
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THE NATURE 

OF OUR MOV-E _MENT 
In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful 

· The Islamic Party in North America is an ideological party in the widest sense and not a mere political party, religious, or social reform 
~ . 

organization. It is based on the . firm conviction that ISLAM is an all-pervading, comprehensive "Order of Life" which it intends to 
teach and translate into action in all spheres of human life. The Party believes that the root of all man's troubles is his forgetfulness of 
Allah (God) Almighty, his disregard of Divine Guidance as revealed through the Prophets, and his unconcern for being accountabJe for 
his deeds in the Hereafter. No scheme of reform in human affairs can bear-fruit unless and until Obedience to ·AIIah, .is sincerely and 
actually made the basis of the entire edifice of human life. Without this fundamental change, every attempt to reform society by 
mater ialistic ,concepts of justice (Racism, Nationalism, Capitalism, Communist-Marxism, etc.) will only result in other injustices: 

• 

AN EIGHT POINT MESSAGE 

1. Our Call is: La ilaha illallah - There is no god but Allah. 
Nothing deserves praise besides Him. He is the Creator, Owner, 
and Master of the Universe. To Him belongs all power, spver­
eignty, and authority. He alone can legitimately rule and govern 
the life of man. This is the most revolutionary doctrine on earth. 
It snatches from the hands of worldly powers their illegitimate 
authority to govern society, and restores dignity to mankind by 
.making it submissive to nothing but the Law of Allah; requiring 
him to struggle-against every practice and belief contary to that 
Law. · 

2. We invite the people to ISLAM: a practical system of beliet 
behavior, and a movement that brings human beings into sub­
mission to Allah, freeing them from servitude to others so that 
they may devote themselves to the service of the One True God, 
Allah. 

3. Accept and apply the sources' of ISLAM: These are AI-Ouran 
(the Last Book of Allah) and the Sunnah (established practice) 
of the Last Messenger, Prophet Muha.mmad ibn Abdullah. The 
previous Scriptures fr9m Allah have been corrupted and adulter­
ated, (Torah and the New Testament etc.), they were not intend­

-ed as universal messages for all generations. Therefore, we have 
no need to search them to ascertain Allall's will ~' Further, ~he 
Islamic Party represents no sect, division, or school of thought 
in Islam. 

4. The Islamic Nation can only . be· established by a group of 
Believers working with the · methodology of the Prophet 
Muhammad (PBU H) only. They must be totally· free from desire 
for, worldly gain, possessing the program and power to establis!'­
good and remove evil. Its leadership must be able to accurately 
apply the Prophet's established example (sunnah) of social 
~••a••Ye to today's situations. -

... ' 

5. We make a clear distinction between an Islamic Society and 
the Eastern Muslim countries. These so-called Muslim countries 
are neither Islamic states, nor are their governments legal 
according to the .Quran, "Those who do not judge according to 
what Allah has revealed are unbelievers" V:47. The people have . 
relegated the legislative authority of Allah to men, and have 
submitted to this illegitimate authority. 
These societies are filled with the same evils as other atheistic 
and materialistic societies: dictatorships, political c;orruption, 
economic exploitation, social irresponsibility and moral de-. 
generation. The Islamic Revolution is needed in the East as 
well as in the West. 

6. The Muslim phenomena _must be distinguished from ttl~ ·'. 
deceivers· who seek to misuse the noble nani~ of Islam for -
personal aggrandizement, or -confuse the people about Islam's 
true nature. Characterized by racial exclusiveness, the· introduc­
tion of a false prophet, belief in Allah as a man, and/or the use 
of Scriptures other than the Ouran, these groups neither rep­
resent tslam, nor are their members Muslims. 

7. Muslim organizations and individuals must go directly to the 
Ouran and Sunnah to find the real purpose of Islam and how to 
establish it in its entirety. They must not mix the Islamic · 
ideology with other ideas and practices; nor must they become a 
complacent minority ·in the corrupt American society. 

8. Islam seeks to free the world from oppression and injustice 
by forging mankind into one brotherhood built on ideological 
principles that transcend the barriers of race, class, and nation. 
Historically, the first respondents to the call of Islam have 
primarily b~en the poor and oppressed. This phenomena has 
·continued in this country, and· must be addressed accordingly. 

THE ISLAMIC PARTY IN NORT.H AMERICA 
~ational Headquarters, Masjid ui-Ummah (The Community Mosque) 

770 Park Road N.W.~ Washington, D.C. ~0010 • (202) 291-2300 
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~ ____ Theory_ of .the Islamic Revolution ___ ___, 
The objective of the Islamic movement is to bring about an Islamic state--the government of ~llah, 
that is, to establish an independent society whose character in all ~ts aspects is an expression of 
submission to the Di vine Will. The methodology for accomplishing thi s objective is called the pro­
cess of Islamic revolution and is embodied in the Holy Quran and the example of Prophet Muhammad 

. ' (peace and blessings be upon him). To familiarize our readers with the process of Islamic revolution 
this section will feature selections from the writings of contemporary Islamic movement leaders. 

' ' 

Timing and Duration · pt ... 1· 
(Adopted from THE PROVISION AND THE JOURNEY 
by A. Gilani of Jamaat-e-Islami Pakistan) 

SOME ASPECTS OF THE ISLAMIC 
MOVEME.NT: 

• The Islam_ic movement aims 
at the entire .configuration of 
human life according to a pat­
tern revealed by the Lord of 
all mankind. Such a movement 
caJ}s.: f.QJ" ·. tbe . implementation · 

_.of the' .Law of God. Sinc.e· the 
Law relates both to the per­
sonal and the social life, the 
moveme~t h~s .to WQr~ si~ulta­
neously. for changes in the in­
dividuaJ., . the s9ciety., a.np the 

• t ' • "" .I • • - . 

lg;<;>:ve~p,m~n .t. ;-, . ,. 
.. "i J(. 

~ . • t 

It has to select from a 
basically corrup~ social sys­
tem only those persons who 
will ' accept the. · ~ew way and 
implement it in their practi­
cal lives. It is extremely 
important for such a movement 
to _establish a distinction be­
tween those who accept the 
Call and those who do not, so 
that the movement may be re­
presented by the right kind of 
people, and so that a model of 
the society it is struggling 
to create may be seen in its 
own group life. 

.An Islamic movement 
emerges, of course, · in a situ­
ation -where the anti-Islamic 
system is dominant so that it 
may put an end to that domi­
nance. Where the Islamic sys­
tem already exists there is no 
need for such a movement as. 

the Islamic government ~nd its 
functionaries themselves do 
the work of the Islamic ·move­
ment. A situation in which an 
anti-Islamic system is domi­
nant is possible not only in 
an un~Islamic society of non­
believers but also in a cor­
rupt society which continues 
to call itsel,f Muslim. 

In a purely non-Muslim 
society the Islamic movement 
has one advantage; whenever an 
individual joins the struggle 
and accepts the Islamic call, 

· he has to fight against his 
family, race, and society at 
the very first stage. Such an 

. individual has to initially 
prove his sincerity, spirit of 
sacrifice, commitment, and 
courage. Thus the movement 
acquires an excellent worker 
who accepts physically, men­
tally, and financially all 
that the movement demands. He 
abandons the most protitabie 
assets and interests for the · 
sake of the movement and he 
.passes through the most severe 
tests. Nothing becomes an ob­
stacle in his path. 

But in a decadent Muslim 
society, dominated by an un­
Is lamic way of iife, the rna-· 
jority of those who claim to 
have faith are brought--by 
various compromise~ with the 
trends of the system--to a 
stage where profession of the 
faith is not sufficient for 
any meaningful change. This 
is because the majority fall 

/ 

to the point of decadence 
while continuing to profess 
faith. In such a Muslim soci­
ety the Islamic movement also 
has _an initial advantage.; it 
does not have to . face people 
who reject the call of Islam, 
and the point of severe test 
and trial is only gradually 
reached. However, t,.1e select­
ion and training of .sincere 
workers takes a long time in 
such an environment, for along 
with their profession of faith 
the people cling to moral 
weaknesses which contradict 
the ,faith, and the sys temat'ic 
removal of these weaknesses is 
a difficult and drawn-out 
task . 

The Islamic system is 
considered to be established 
only in .a society where the 
laws of Allah and His messen­
ger are implemented in their 
entirety and with their true 
spirit. Those who run such ·a 
system must themselves prac­
tice and obey these laws. An 
un-Islamic system is estab­
lished where laws other than 
.those of Allah and His messen­
ger are in force, even though 
those who' run such a system 
may have Muslim names. The 
very purpose of the Islamic 
movement is to· implement and 
put into practice the laws and 
commands of Allah; that is al­
so the purpose ' of the life of 
each Muslim. 

cont. ·p. 6 
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TIMING cont. 

THE ISLAMIC MOVEMENT AND CON­
TEMPORARY ORGAINZATIONS: 

It is neceBsary to under­
stand the role of the Islamic 
movement rela~ive to other 
contemporary organizations and 
pa-rties. In a democ.ratic so­
ciety within the un-Islamic 
system where along with_ the 
Islamic movement various other 
organiz~tibn~ are also in bhe _ 
field, it becomes extremely 
necessary to understand the 
difference between them. The 
superficial observer is apt to 
see little difference between 
them and to consider the~ · all 
as mere &eekers after power; 
this leads him on to expect 
stereotyped results which 
cause him anxiet~ when the re­
sults turn out to be differ~ 
ent. 

In any given society 
there is no similarity between 
the Islamic movement and other 
organizations. They belong to 
different species and are as 
different from each other as 
the sea horse from the desert 
camel; they simply do not re­
lat.. ~ ~ usual political 
party in an un-Islamic system 
comes forward with a program 
to serve the dominant system, 
whil~ the -Islamic movement de­
clares its determin·ation to 
uproot the batil (false) sys­
tem and replace it with a just 
system. Hence, those who ad­
minstrate the un-Islamic sys­
tem know full well with whom 
their prosperity and future 
security lies, and naturally 
their sympathies are with the 
other parties. 

Then there are the masses 
who owing to the long domi­
nance ·of the un-Islamic system 
develop a liking or at least a 
_tolerance f0r it. They iden­
tify their hope for gain with 
this basical~y- immoral .system 
and are so used to its atti­
tudes and values that ' anythin-g 
which clashes with or opp-oses 
the prevalent system appears 
peculiar and unfamiliar to 

them. So they t -oo, without 
understanding or evaluating 
the movement, remain with · 
those who serve and run the 
dominant materialistic system. 
Thus, in a corrupt society of 
this sort the Islamic movement 
attracts whoever it can from 
the masses through hard work 
and constant effort; everyone 
else automatically belongs to 
the system around which that 
society constitutes itself. 

In other words, the par~ 
ties which serve the un--,· 
Islamic system and are gener­
ated by it find rea~y-made 
voters, constit~ents, leaders 
and a conducive life style. 
They only change a few faces 
here and there. But the Is­
lamic movement has to recon­
struct everything ~f it wishes 
to achieve success. It has to 
create qualitatively different 
workers, leaders, method~ and 
attitudes. It has to produce. 

' a · new style and a new harmony. 
Such a movement does not aim 
at the replacement of ~ndivid­
~~ls; its purpose i~ to re­
place the entire system and to 
chahge it in every detail. 
Hence the work of other par­
ties is brief, while that of 
the Islamic movement is a pro­
tracted struggle which demands 
patience and untiring effort. 

The parties which serve 
the immor~l un-Islamic system 
are only interested in the 
democratic process to attract 
and collect people around them 
with the help of slogans and 
promises tiYl the election re­
sults are announced. The Is­
lamic movement, however, has 
to oppose the batil (false) 
system; it has to state the 
facts and it has to urge the 
listener to join thrqugh 
truthful and rational argu­
ments. Though a person who 
joins after being convinced is 
a strong and stable companion, 
and a person conned by half- ­
true promises soon leaves when 
he despairs of their fulfil­
ment, yet the fact remains 
that rational conviction draws 
only a few individuals while 
immoral parties who use mass 
psychology can draw huge 
crowds with tne help of false 
promises. 

AL-ISLAM· 

Revolutionary 
Instructions 

:--
This . is Islam 
This is Islam 

.Wii~~stones 
This is Islam 
This is Islam 

by: Shahid ·Sayyid Qutb 

. ! 

by: 

CDIVIE ­
LETr·. us· 
CHANGE 
THIS . 
\NDRLD~-. J:~_- ~ ·' 

Maulana S. A. Maududi 

Both books a·re available from: 

THE NATION BOOKSTORE 
3211 Georgia Ave. N.W. 
Washington; D.C. 20010 

"First Step Back To Nature" 

ROOTS 
Natural 

Food Store· 
4014 Minnesota Ave.,N.E. 

Washington, D.C. 
-

'399-9532 . 
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Hist<?rv 

The rapid cou~se of -Mus­
lim conquests in the first 
century after the death of the 

'Holy Prophet Muharmnad (pea~ce 
and blessings · be upon him)' 
(9l2 _ A.D ~ ) inspires awe in ' the ­
mind of a reader of' history. 
The two world-powers of that 
age were the Persian Empire in 
the East and the Byzantine 
(Roman) Empire in the Wes·t. 
'The Muslim warriors demolished 
the_ former, an4 stripped - the 
o~her of i -t:s - ric'hest -. ·pro­
vinces. Their military cam­
paigns ~re lqoked upon to this 
day as among the most brilli­
antly ' executed in the _history 
of. warfar·e · - . ; : · - -·· "- ·-·~ · 

~ . ... ~' ~"' ·. ' . . . -... 

The soldiers of Islam 
were united ·:b¥. ties of cormnon 

-brotherhood. They w~re fired ,;- _ 
with zeal and. enthusiasm and 
had an utter contempt for 
deat:h .. Their strength lay in 
~he=i:-r hi:glier ·moral_g, _power of 
endurance, ari'd steadfast de­
termination. · ~ 

Before the historic Bat­
tle of Yarmuk (636 A-.D.) in 
Syria, Heraclius, the Byzan- · 
tine Emperor,_ had sunnnoned 
som~ of the f-ugitives to a, 
conference and a-ske.d them the 
reason for the lightening vic­
tories of the comparatively 
smaller -and ill-equipped Mus­
lim armies against the _larger 
and well-equipped non-Muslim -
hosts. An old man of ripe ex- 1 

perience frankly replied: 
"The morals of the Muslim 

warriors are superior to those 
of our people. They pray at ' 
night and fast during the day. 
They meet one another on terms ­
of equality. We drink win'e, 
indulge in dissolute living, 
and oppress the weak. The re­
sult is that they fight with 
resolution' whereas · we go to 
the field of battle as if by 
compulsion. The outcome· is 
clear."' 

"_WAR IN IS_LAM" 
-returning soon 

7 

Questions & ··Answers. ______ ___,...;.. __ 

Q. Is ~he Islamic move­
ment violent or non-violent? 

A. "Fight evil with -that 
which is best." This is the 
principle of · the Quran by 
which the Islamic movement 
_forms it's methodology. The 
Islamic movement is~ neither 
violent nor non-violent by 
the criter-ion of ' what is com­
monly accepted a_s being a vio­
_lent philosophy or a non-vio-
lent philosophy. If one phi­
losophy expouses that the only 
successful revolution can be ' 
brought about through a vio- ~ 
lent overthrow of an oppres~ 
sive government, then Islam 
rejects that philosophy . . On 
the other -hand if a philoso­
phy expresses a passive re­
sistanc~ to physical fore~ to 
gain success in changing so­
ciety, then again the Islamic 
movement has no need for such 
a philosophy. 

Islam ' has it's own unique 
criterion of what -truly repre­
sents revolution and social ' 
change. It's ideology is one 
which establishes a process of ' 
revolution on the basis of 
man's total needs, not merely 
his material ones. The key-

- I 
note of the methodology of the 
Islamic movement is that it 
doesn't address itself to 
hypothetical problems. With 
the Quran and established Sun­
nab (practice) of Prophet Mu­
hannnad (peace and blessings be 
upon him) as it's guide it 
confronts actual conditons and 
circumstances. 

The Islamic revolut-ion is 
brought about on various lev­
els; the personal, domestic, 
social and political levels. 
The personal revolution, con­
sisting of establishing an up­
right, moral, and God- fearing · 
personality, has direct affect 
on the success of the social 
or political revolution. If a 
person is ;plagued with wrong 
beliefs, iiiiii\oral personat ha- · 
bits, . and corrupt values he 

cannot possibly be expected 
to pers'evere, indure and sus~ 
tain ' himself in an Islamic 
struggle. 

Sim1lar is the case of 
the revolution ·within the fam­
ily system. If the family 
unit ' does not have a cohesive 
existence between it's ~em­
bers, it cannot hope to esta­
blish a cohesive and just so­
ciety. . Everytbi~g conc,e-rni~g 
human l~fe has it's relevance 
an·d impo!tance. ·These thing,s 
must be addressed in a system­
atic way to truly accomplish a 
successful revolution. 

Q. Bow is it that the 
Quran, a book for the guidance 
of the whole of mankind, is 
often addressed to the Arabs 
and deals primarily with their 
history, culture an~ environ­
ment? 

.A.· Careful reading of the 
Quran will show that refer­
ences to history and culture 
serve only -to illustrate a . 
point, the point itself is al­
ways of universal relevance. 
Disbelief is attacked through 
several instances of Arab his­
tory, but the fundamenta 1 .. les­
son appliei to the -nature and 
consequence of disbelief 
throughout the world. A whole 
philosophy of 'life can· not be 
presented in abstract terms -
alpne. The invitation was ex­
tended first to the people of 
a certain area (Arabia) and 
after tho9e people had mod­
eled their lives in accordance 
with the, message of the Pro­
phet, it became possible to -
extend its influence to ' other 
areas. Since the Islamic 
movement was essentially· based 
on the equality of man, it had 
universal application, and lo­
cal reference did not restrict ' 
its_ appea-L or its relevalilce. 

I . 
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~---.----:-. Our Ideological SourceS_~----;; 
AL-QURAN AL-SUNNAH 

Chapter 8 

45. 0 ye who believe! When 
ye meet an army, hold firm _and 
think of Allah much, that ye 
may be successfuL -

46. And obey Allah and His ' 
messenger, and dispute not one 
with another lest ye falter and 
your strength depart from you: 
·but be steadfast ! Lo ! Allah is 
with the steadfast. 

47. Be not as those who 
-came forth from their dwellings 
boastfully and to be seen of 
men, and debar (men) from the 
way of Allah, while Allah is 
·surrounding all they do. 

48. And · when Satan made 
. their deeds seem fair to them 

and said : No one of mankind 
can conquer you this day, for 
I am your protec~or. But when 
the armies came in sight of one · 
another, he took flight, saying: 
Lo ! I am guiltless of you. Lo ! 
I s'ee that which ye see not. Lo! 
I fear Allah. And Allah is 
Severe in punishment. 

49. When the hypocrites and 
those in whose , hearts is a dis­
ease said: Their religion. hath 
deluded these. Whoso putteth 
his trust in· Allah (will find that) 
lo ! Allah is Mighty, Wise. 

50. If thou couldst see how 
the angels receive those who 
disbeheve, smiting their .faces 
and their backs and (saying) : 
Taste the punishment of burn­
ing! 

51. This Is for that which 
your own · hands have sent' 
-before (to the Judgement), and 
(know) that Allah is not a 
tyrant to His slaves. 

.;.":0:~ 

Abu Musa reported that 
h P h peace and bleesinee 

t e rop et, of Alla.h be on him, 

1:aid : 
. / 

'' The faithful treasurer . 
who pays what he IS 

ordered. with a v;illirig · 
heart is one of those who 
give charity." (B. 37: 1.) 

Th P h t peace and . e rop e ' bleesings 
of Allah . be said . 
on b1m, • 

"Muslims shall be bound 
by the conditions which 
they make.'' (B. 37 : 14-.) 

Abu Hurairah reported, 
The Prophet Pe&Cf! and 

• • blessmg. · 
of Alla.h_ be Sat"d , 
OD h1m ' 

- •• Allah says, There are 
three persons who e adver­
sary in dispute I shall be 
on the: day of resurrection : 
a person who makes a 

_ promis~ in My name then 

.,.., "., . ., . ~ "·"· _, "• 
~I L. (5~ Jl. (5~1 ~~I ~lj\;JI . .... 

..,.. - ,,.I~ .J, _, I'.,.=:: · ~,,_, 

*~~li>\4-A..;~~ . ........ , , .. 

. .. ;: , ,,,, .J • , • / 

~ ~r~o.J.vA- ~' Y-
"'"' -

,., • ..~.,,,,.,.fi,,,.,.,. ,,.,, 
i~ ~>~I ~U;' .u~l Jli Jli 

I 
/// 

t' /// / / // ::: .J , / fi .1 , ,. 

acts unfaithfully, and a ~ j(L; \? t_l! ~ J J 
p~rson who sells a free 
person then devours his , •"'. , ~. "' "'......... ;. , "' , 
pnce, and a person who j __,:: ..... li I~ I ,.r:-\:.....1 J~ J J 
employs a servant and _ 
receives fully the labour 
due_ from him· then he does 

(B. 34 : 106.) 

Abu Hurairah said, 
The Prophet, ~f!.:'s~.:'":.d 

of.\lla.h_be stood up among us 
on b1m, ' 

and he spoke about dis-
honesty and he spoke of 
its · enormity and spoke of 
the ·enormity of its com-
mitment. 

He said: 
· " I should not see any 
one of you on the day of 
resurrection, there being 
on his neck a goat bleating, 

,. /. / ~, .. , "' .i. 

*~?.I ~- j J .~,_:.,. 

,.,., ,-,..,.,., 
l~ ili Jli o.f..vA ~\ if- · -

.... . .... 

•-' "'"""" ;;,._,, ,.,., -~'"•"' ,G ..... , 

~ )~1 ~~ Jli~~~~J 
. / 

, .... 

,, ..... , '1'$ fi,., ..,,, ...... ;._, 

there being on his necf a ~ ...... .U J' ~ 4 J ~ '"L;U 
horse neighing, so he 
should cry out, 0 .Mes-

, .... 

_, ·-' // . .. . / • , • .J / / - .J • .J" 

senger of All_ah ! come to J.} li t..Sti:- I ~I J _,..... J ~- J ~- . 
my succour ; and I would . 
say, I do not control aught 

...... _, ., ...... , ~., ,..., .J • ., / 

for thee, I delivered the -f;( ~ I ..U l ~ ~ ~ .. 1 ~ 
message to thee." 

(B. 56 : 189.) 
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__ Amir-ul-Jamaat __ -----'-----~--=---------::--------~---'---

. As a humanity we have . 
reached high scientific 
achievements. We, have gone to 
the moon, and we have around 
us all kinds of gadgets and 
conveniencies as a result of 
the technological age in which 
we live. In contrast to this 
period of great scientific 
achievement, as far as the so­
cial, moral, and .spiritual 
life of man is concerned, it 
is .in just as much disarray 
and decadence as it ever was. 
I dare ·say that because of 
science and technology, the 
disarray and decadence has in­
creased like never before in 
the history of man. Evil 
among men has 1;:eached the same 
heights as science because the 
machine gives it impetus; the 
machine gives it . push and 
broadcasts it throughout the 
world. 

In the contemporary po­
litical world a · change is tak­
ing place. The conventional 
capitalist and communist world 
blocs are making a unique mar­
riage in the histbry of world 
po~itics. Th'is marriage is 
being consumated in the name 
of detente. Basically, de­
tente means that these blocs-­
led in the East by China and 
Russla, and in the W~st by the 
United States--are stabilizing 

• their illegal orders. in such a 
way to guarantee that they 
will exist at the expense of 
·the people. Th~s is, a maneu-
ver on the part of those in 
power to sh~ft the. priority 
from one of confront~tion-­
from the priority of over­
throwing or destroying one 

Y. Muzaffaruddin Hamid, Amir (leader) of The Islamic Party, 
discusses issues relating to our faith, our struggle, and 
the people. 

. 
another's systems--to coopera-

, ·· ting eco,nomically··and polit_i-
cally to insure that they will 
continue to own the power on 
earth to control Ailah's crea­
tures and Allah's resources. · 

Even tnough ~illions of 
people are living under vari­
ous forms of slavery, an 
awakening has taken place 
throughout the world, espe­
cially on the part of the 
literate oppressed masses. 
There is hardly a country 
where literate oppressed peo-

- ple are not demanding their 
rights, both human as well as 
legal rights. However, due to 
faulty social theories and bad 
analyses on the part of their 
thinkers and leaders, primari­
ly because of their lack of 
guidance from Almighty Allah, 
these movements for political 

· change are creating new forms 
~f hell for themselves. This 
can be identified in the na­
tionalistic and socialistic 
experiments of the Third 
World. 

.Even among us here in 
North America where there is 
still oppression, especially 
among the non-whites,' amazing­
ly _ there are still people who 
have become Muslim as well as 
some who have not become Mus­
lim, that are turning to the 
system 'that has been a source 
of their degradation for cen­
turies . . They are going to 
that ~ system expecting mira: 
cles, hoping to secure their 
human and legal rights. 

It is -clear that the Is­
lamic movement in North Ameri­

· ca has to take up the cause of 
the oppressed, not unlike what 

happened in the time of our 
Prophet. Under the leadership 
of Prophet Muhammad (peace and 
blessings be upon him) a most 
successful revolution took 
place. The high were brought 
low and the low were raised' 
high. 

The .Muslim world today is 
,. at the lowest level of 'disor­

der as far as the Islamic ·so­
cial, moral and legal order is -
concerned. The Muslim states 

.have all declared their inde­
pendence from colonial rule 
and claim to be a free Muslim 
people. Yet, we do not have 
one Islamic state on this · 
earth. There is not one re- . 
gime among the Muslims that 
has submitted it's governmen- ­
tal will to Almighty Allah. 
Rather they are dominated by 
the unbelievers. Decisions 
are made after -giving consi­
d~rations to Kafir governments 
and to Kafir_ interests. Evi­
dence is constantly being re­
vealed to those who pay close 
attention to Muslim world pol­
itics thaE most of those in 
power are new mercenaries who 
are actually fulfilling the 
whims of foreign~rs at tne ex­
pense of the Muslim· people. 

Muslims are the largest - · 
religio-cultural unit in the 
world, but amazingly, they ex­
ercise the least cultural in­
fluence. In many cases they 
are the first to abandon their 
culture for an alien one; they 
are the first to abandon their 
religion. This is _easily no­
ticed,. especially when a Mus-

cont. p. 10 
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-
lim becomes educated, or when 
Muslims from overseas come to 
this country. They are quick 
to separate themselves from ' 
their Islamic heritage, their 
Islamic culture, their Islamic 
identification in ( order to be 
easily accepted and assimf­
lated in the dominant politic­
al ~nd social climate. 

Economically, Muslims ar~ 
. the wealthiest group on eart~ ·, 
no,t because of their oil, but 
including their nil. However, 
poverty among the Muslim mas­
ses is the greatest. What an 
amazing contrast. Muslims are 
t.he richest as far · as natura~ 
resources are concerned; but 
they are the poorest as far as 
the condition of their people 
are concerned. While ·the su­
perior Islamic economic system 
lies dormant in the minds of 
the thinkers, the capitalist 
and communist systems are al­
lowed to rob and sue~ the 
blood of the believing masses 
because of the improper dis­
tribution of wealth . . 

Educationally, Muslims 
have been leaders throughout 
history. We are duty bound to 
.be learned and knowledgeable. 
The Prophet said to . seek know­
ledge from the cradle to the 
gra~e, and to even go as far . 
as China to seek out that 
knowledge. However, tod~y 
Muslim masses are ignorant. 
They were ignorant under colo­
nial rule. Now they are ig­
norant under their own rule. 
This is not just in reference 
to modern education. · They are 
also ignorant of their Deen, 
their religion. It is because 
of their ignorance of their 
Deen that they are ignorant in 
all other areas. Those in 
power have historically bene­
fitted from the ignorance of 
the Muslims .' The governments 
have had to keep ·the Muslims 
ignorant of their ~eligion be­
cause when a Muslim becomes 
aware of his faith, he takes 
hold of all those things which 
make his ·nation successful. -

Almighty God, Allah, of­
fers us a challenge in the 
Quran: "It is He who has sent 
His Messengers with the reli­
gion -of Truth to make it pre- . 

·vail over all other ways, even 
though the followers of the 
wrong ways are adverse to it." 
No ideology can survive domi­
nated· by other ideologies and 
other movements. We need not 
be dominated ~ Through the Is­
lamic movement there is hope 
because the Dawah (call) is 
being spread. The message of 
"La illaha illallah" (there is 
no God but Allah) has potep­
tial only when there is a 
da'i, only when there is a 
caller. If there is no caller 
there is no ca11. 

. You who have joined the 
Islamic movement ,should know 
that the hope of Isla~ lies in 
the fact that we have accepted 
the call of Islam) not in the 
fac~ that the Quran has been 
revealed. The Quran was re­
vealed to be carried out, to 
be fulfilled. When we fulfill 
Islam through the Dawah we 
give people an opportunity to , 
change . . We give people an op-

.. portunity to consider alterna­
tives to their domestic, 
social, moral, economic, pol­
itical, and spiritual condi~ 
tions. 

Islam is a society, but 
first it is a movement.. The 
movement ,must have organiza­
tion; it must have stability. 
It must be able to put the 
rules of Almighty Allah into 
effect not only on the be­
lievers but on the whole of 

I 

humanity. In the Islamic 
movement there is the poten- . 
tial to bring all humanity 
under the Tule of Islam. 
There is a place for the non-

· Muslim in_ the Islamic state. 
They are allowed to be there, 
to be protected by the gui­
dance of Almighty Allah. 
There is a system, a methodol­
ogy, a process by which "the 
believers will inherit the 
'earth." We should study the 

. Quran. We should discipline 
ourselves to the Sunna~ (ex­
ample) of our Prophet. Even 
though the Muslim world has 
failed Islam, you in this 
country and all the areas 
throughout the world where - Is­
lamic parties are developing 
an9 evolving, should know that 
you are the ultimate hope for 

.. Islam,' s establishment. 
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-----::-Women in Islam ______ __;__ ___ --:--_-=---_____ _ 

• • c0mpan1ons 1n 
tlie struggle 

The Islamic movement does , 
not ask women to lose their 
personalities in those of men. 
They are not subs~diaries of 
men, they have a se~arate per~ 
sonality of their own. Women, 
like men, will one day have to 
stand before Allah and give an 
acGount of their deeds. On · 
the day of Judgement each wo­
man will rise from her own . 
grave, not the grave of anyone 
else. She ·will not be exempt­
ed from judgement on the ex­
cuse that ber ·man will give an 
account of her actions. Islam 
asks women to decide on Islam 
for themselves, regardless of 
what their men have decided; 
to accept its principles, its . 
prohibitions, commands, and 
the responsibilities _it puts 
on them. If these are accept­
ed, then they must be prac­
ticed and never deliberate!y 
transgressed. 

From the: very· beginning 
of the Islamic movement, women 
took part in it along with 
men. The first person to be­
lieve in the mission · ~£ Muham­
mad (peace and blessings be 

r Upon him) was a woman, Khadi-
. ja, whom we respectfully 'call 
the .mother of the ·Muslims: ~- It 

was she wh~ soothed the tremb­
J_ing he~rt ··· o t; ~the".Pro:phet when 
the great burderi b f Prophet- · 
pood was firsf~~a.i:a:, upon him . . 
For ~ten years, a period of 
difficulties and hardship, she 
was his best supporter, and it 
was her wealth which financed 
the efforts of the Muslims 
during the Meccan period. 

Among the fifty-five peo­
ple who embraced Islam in the 
first three years of the Pro­
phet's mission were nine wo­
men. After seven years of 
persecution and suffering 
eighty-three Muslims migrated 
to Abyssinia (Ethiopia). 
Among them were eighteen women 
who decided to share all the 
trials of exile with their 
husbands and brothers : 

In Medina, where the men 
among the Ansar (helpers) made 
great sacrifices for Islam, 
the women did the same~ Dur­
ing the battle of Uhud a woman 
was told that 'her husband, her 
father, and her brother were 
killed, she asked: "Tell me, 
is the Messenger of Allah 
safe?" And when she saw him 
alive she said: "If he is 
alive no affliction is unbear­
able." In the same battle, 
another lady was carrying wa­
ter to the-injured when she 
saw that · the Prophet had been 
wounded .and that .the unbeliev­
ers were closing in on him. 
She took a swordy · stood in 
front of him, and continued to 
defend. him t±ll 'she received ·a 
deep gash in her shoulder. 

This event and numerous other!? 
show that whatever men did for 
the sake of ·Islam women did no 
less. They shared the brunt 
of oppression for Islam's 
sake. They accepted dangers, 
sacr.ificed: life and property, 
gave up relatives and friends~ 
underwent· exile and. starva­
tion, and fully supported 
their fathers, husbands and 
brothers in the struggle for 
the true Faith. It was owing 
to the contributions of these 
women that Islam at one time 
dom1nated the world. 

A woman's duties in the 
Islamic movement begin in pu­
rifying her home as well as 
the home of her neighbors and 
acquaintances. She should 
make the routine of her home 
Islamic. She should take the 
light of faith to women of all 
classes and try to sto~ ~he 
spread of indifference to 
Allah. She should raise her 
children in ari Islamic atmos­
phere, and if her husband is 
serving Islam in any way, the 
woman should lighten his bur­
den through encouragement and 
help. 

In I -slam, women are given 
a position of r~spect~ as 
wom~n. Islam does not seek to 
make men o.f them. The dif­
ference between the Islamic 
civilization and the Western 
society is that the West does 

· not give women 'respect or any 
rights as long as they do not 
become synthetic men and take 
over the responsibilities of 
men. The Islamic civilization 
gives -women respect, honor, 
and rights -while allowing them 
to remain women. It only puts 
the burden of those responsi-

·bilities on women which nature 
herself has put on them. 

FOR MUSLIM MEN AND WOMEN, FOR BELIEVING MEN AND WOMEN, 

FOR DEVOUT MEN AND WOMEN, FOR TRUE MEN AND WOMEN, FOR 

MEN AND WOMEN WHO ARE PATIENT AND _CONSTANT, FOR MEN AND 

WOMEN WHO HUMBLE THEMSELVES, FOR MEN AND -WOMEN WHO GIVE 

IN CHARITY, FOR MEN AND WOMEN WHO FAST (AND DENY THEM-

SELVES), FOR MEN AND WOMEN WHO GUARD ~HEIR CHASTITY, AND 

FOR MEN AND WOMEN WHO ENGAGE MUCH IN ALlAH'S PRAISE, FOR 

THEM HAS ALlAH PREPARED FORGIVENESS AND A GREAT REWARD. 
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Letters·· ------------------- -----------~------------------------~--------------------------------------

Readers Speak Out . 
- r. ~ ~ 

~- The ' c'{;D.trove r s y o 've'i the status of the "Nation of Islam" (often 
called . the ' .~ Black ,Muslims") has been the dominant theme in our letters 
during past weeks. We decided to share with you the views of other 

· read.ers · on this · ~atter. Some brief background information on recent 
events. ·!!l!I Y' , l;>e - ~e:J.pf~ l to frame the context. 

ih t h e Jufy-Aug. 1975 issue of AL- ISlAM we published the article 
"Black Muslims Still Unbeliever.~ " which also appeared in the _Sept.-Oct. 
1975 issue . MuHAMMAD SPEI\KS new-spaper (now the BIIALIAN NEWS and 

I tf ' • tf • 

official o rga n of the . N.O.I.) printed a response to our article · in 
their Sept. 14 , . 1975:~ e~ition. we · then published a rejoiner, "Islamic 
Worker: s Re? ponse .to. J;3ILALIAN NEWS" and "Elijah and Fard Must Go," in 
the Nov ~ ..:'Dec ; · l 975 · i -ssue-· of our journal, and while some of our brothers 
were distrib~ti~g AL- l SIAM in Newark , New ~ersey they were assaulted by 
a, group o f so-ca1led Black Muslims who were apparently angere d by this 
material.. . . , , 

-~ ' ..... \~·~·,, 

,.... . ~, • ""• .:.1 t u _ •, l ,. ! ~) I, ... 

I have just finished 
reading your .two · ·ar.ticles at­
tacking the fo~lo~ers · ~f . Eli~ 

jah P~ol~ in ·your ·~ov1 -Dec . · 
1975 •issue:.. ~.:; L ·w~rs .~ practica11y 
moved to tears. I cannot tell 

· if it; V7as .due t ,q. hatxed arid 
anger . toward those hypocrites 
who attempt to .associate their 
falsehoods with Islam, or -
tears of joy for my love of 
you who be).~eY,~ . ~QQ. share .the 
heart of.1 b,~.:{.. i~vef"S r.r o :fi _,. ,t ;ruth, · 

.. -. ~ .... ) r"'"• .,1.. • • 

who are going f ·prth with word 
and deed to strike down false­
hoqds . . 

I am sure that it is ob­
vious to all who t?ruly believe . 
that the -.ch.ai)ge~ . in. t;l'!~ ,,oxgan­
ization of the "Nation of. 
I 1 " . . h; 'h b . s ~am •1S· .ot ·e+. t an .. ecom:~;ng 
closer to t_-r:_ue 1§1-;:tm, as ~here 
is but one. Islam . .. And Allah 
knows .best what advantages 
they seek under the .namesake 
of Islam. , The two c;1yats you 
quoted in the- second article,' 
"Elijah and Fard Must Go," ·are 
most adequate. 

Washington, D.C. 

• 
Your desire to · see the 

Truth is clouded by your mis-
· understanding of the true his­

tory in· ·regard-s to ·the Black 
man in America who is Abra­
ham's seed. - Islam ·was given 
to the Black man in America 

.I • . 

who was lost - from home (Egypt) 
back !n 1555 and kidnapped by 
a White English slave-trader 
whose name was John Hawkins, 
who studied our history, cus­
toms, and culture way before · 

, ' 

the United States was esta­
blished as a country . . 

Furthermore, this know­
ledge given to the Black man 
in America is a superior know­
ledge unbeknowing to the Mos­
le~s from the East. Prophet 
Muhamm&d ibn Abdullah had an 
inspir~d vision or thought 
abo·ut Allah sending him out as 
a leader. But the Honorable 
Elijah Muhammad talked to and 
saw Master W ~ D. Fard Muhammau 
face to face for three and a 
half . years which you people 
do not understand. · 

Brooklyn, New York 

• • ' > 

Some brothers aQd I are 
determined to learn Islam, 
practice Islam, _and project 
Islam. However there are some 
problems in our country as all' 
'Callers of Islam' will face. 

We have heard a lot· about the 
"Nation of Islam" and feel 
according to the injunctions 
of the Quran and Hadith that 
they are non-Muslims. 

However, at pres~nt, the 
leader and hi$ followers claim 
that ~hey have made 'new · 
changes' which bring· them into 
the fold of Islam entitling 
them to be ~embers of the Mus- · 
lim community. Is this true? 
Are they Muslims or non­
Muslims? If they are still 
non-Muslims, many of us foresee 
that they will be a serious 
threat to Trinidad and the 
Caribbean. 

San Juan ; Trinidad 

It touched me deep inside 
to have read what that Pakis­
tani-American -missionary wrote 
in the Nov. 14, 1975 issue of 
MUHAMMAD SPEAKS. As I read 
your article and his, I was 
very observant as to his coop­
eration with Wallace D. ·He . 
put a lot of credit on "Sir 
Agha Khan." 

· He did not question them 
concerning their denouncement 
of '.'Allah and ' the Day of Re­
surrection." The Pakistani­
American missionary never said 
that they were even in error. 
He justified for them the fact 

.that being criminals was an 
excuse for Elij~h not to teach 
them the real Din~ 

Doesn't he know that Wal­
lace and his father are ex­
ploiting the Black peoples' 
minds? · He reminds me every . 
bit of a western nationalist 
sympathizer as the book Our 
Decline and It's Causes put 
those types like him. I see 
that he does not belong to us, 
period, and that he has put 
his own neck in the looph~le 
of an fnnovationist. 

State Correctional Insti­
tution at Graterford, Pa. 

• 
I have . read with interest 

an article published in MUHAM­
MAD SPEAKS, Nov. 14, 1975, 
"Black Muslims Still Unbeliev­
ers." I have been a follower 
of Islam for ·five years fol­
lowing the teachings of Elijah 
Muhammad • . I love Allah and do 
not want to be misguided. I 
am a seeker of the Truth. 
Therefore I would like to sub­
scribe to AL-ISLAM. I do not 
belong to any mosque or other 
organizations. With sincere 
appreciation for your consi­
deration. 

Waterbury, Connecticut 

cont. p. 14 
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LETTERS cont. 

) 

I was terribly disap­
~ointed with your a~ticle 
which supposetlly "clarified 
the differences between true 
(Orthodox) Muslims and the ·so­
called Black Muslims of the 
Nation · of Islam.-'' ... In fact, my 
immediate response was anger. 
But to condemn the qualities 
you show in your article in 
such a way is the seat. of evil 
and that is what t am trying 
to get away from. 

Islam is a totally new 
r~ligious experience .for Black 
people in America·. Arid what 
you seem to expect is for 30 
million. people to swiftly 
overcome, immediately recog­
nize the difference -between 
the actual and the ideal, and 
after a period of 400 years· of · 
inconsistency and confusion, 
you would expect them to not 
. only understand the principles 
of Islam in its totality, but 
auto~atically practice it 
without a pe-r:iod ·of adjust·­
ment. 

Maybe you can't onder­
stand the ''unorthodox" method 
in which the Nation is intro-

· ducing this beautiful new 
religion to us. But sir ... 
perhaps you were fortunate to 
learn Islam as a child from 
scholars. who could teach all 
there is to kri.ow. It is un­
fortunate you cannot see the 
wisdom -in the teachings of 
Islam to the Black people of 
America by the Honorable Eli­
jah Muhammad. 

New .. York, New York 

• 
·~J:?.ITOR' S COMMENT -- As a Blackl 
American myself, I and thousands of 
others have found no impediments to 
practicing Islam _because of the op­
pressive and deprived condi~ion of 

-our ancestors, and neither has any 
other ethnic group. What the writer 
seems to be demanding is that Islam 
compromise its principles so that 
Blacks may practice what is expe­
dient and overlook what i~ incon­
venient. Furthermore, she expects 
to use this to justify the false 
teachings of Elijah Muhammad. But 
Islam allows no such innovations. 
Besides, Islam is already a univer­
sal way of life that has no barriers 
for any people, regardless-of their 

· past or present condition. 

Enclosed is a small dona·­
tion towards any medical ex­
penses for the brothers that 
were attacked in Newark. It 
fs not much, but . Insha-Allah 
it will help. 

The Truth can not be put 
down by force! 

Mi-iwaukee, Wisconsin 

• 
AL-ISLAM's decision to 

speak the truth about W.O. 
·Fard and Elijah Muhammad and 
The Islamic Party workers ·' de.:.. ' 
cision to spread this truth in 
Newark inspite <?f warnings, 
threats, and harassments are 
examples of the same courage 
and -commitment that Abdullah 
b. Masud showed when he became 
the first Muslim to recite the 
Quran loudly to the Quraish. 

Inspite of Ibn Masuo's 
awareness that he would pro­
bably be attacked, and fear · 
.for him by the Sahaba since .. 
not being from an influen·tial 
family he would not have any 
protection except for Allah's 
(which was enough for him), he 
w~nt to_ .the sanctuary where 
the Quraish met in conference 
and began reciting the Quran 
aloud. . 

The Quraish after real­
izing what he was. doing began 
beating him in the face until _ 
he could no longer recite. 
Ibo Masud then returned to his 
companions and said, "God's 
enemies were never more con­
temptible in my sight. than 
they are now, and if you like 
I wil_l go and do the same 
thing before them tomorrow." 

Inspite of my personal 
differences concerning the 
timing of AL-ISLAM's public 
condemnation of Elijah's fol­
lowers' references to Fard and 
Elijah ... ! feel that the New­
ark incident is one example of· 
The Islamic Party manifesting . 
the e·ssence of commitment to 
Islam like that of the Prophet 
and his Sahaba as opposed to 
the mere wearing of beards and 
long garments, eating with 
one's fingers, and the like. 

Columbus, Ohio 

AL-ISLAM 

I received my ·first copy 
of AL-ISLAM and indeed found 
it most .enlightening· and rich 
in the spirit of"tsl'a!TI·: The 
articles dealing with the 
"Black Muslims'! .were likewise 
enlightening~ and I too agree 
wholeheartedly that they in no 
wise can l?e regarded -a·s Mus­
lims so long as there is the 
slightest reverence of the 
late Elijah (Poole) Muhammad 
and his teachings. 

I also. received :the spe­
cial supplement and immediate­
ly found myself in a state of 
mixed emotions. I was at once 
enraged by this brutal attack 
on my ~rothers in ~he faith, 
moved by their resplve and de­
terrninatiQn _to co.nt:inue in the ' 
cause of Allah, and deeply 
hurt by the injury they re- ·· 
ceived. I imrnediately .offered · 
supplication to Allah that His 
support and Pepce of Reassur­
ance be . upon·· our hrotli'ers, ·and 
all the · faithf~i' wh'o are -. 
striving in His cause· to 
spread the True mesaage of the 
faith. 

Dallas ; Texas 

. \ ~ .. 
Black Muslims in the U.S. 

cannot see that their insecu­
rity is the base of ~heir ag­
gression. When men are filled 
with fears. ~nQ. . in:secu:rif{·~s it 
over-:- flew:~·. on:· <?~·h-er people. 
The people of' -the· Nation ·of 
Islam are afraid. · They £ear 
the ideology _ac;lopted by t:hem 
is not a . soup·d .-9Il~· · They/. 
force their weekly newspaper 
on ·people ... and resort to con~ 
~escending remarks to those 
who do not wish to read >their 
publication. 

The Nation 'of Istam says 
there is a new Islam. Acc_ord­
ing to the Holy Book, Islam 
was perfected over 1400 years 
ago. $o naturally, they ~re 
attackin~ ~ission~ri~g - 6f" the 
real, true, tried, proven. ~ and 
test~d Islam: . 

Have ·pity for the people 
of the Nati0n of Isl?m my . bro­
thers. They have a sickness 
they will not admit to. 
Therefore; they cannot ··find 
the cur~. 

Los Angeles, California 



:AL-I SLAM 

·BEHIND-
. . 

THE··-. 

WALLS 
. . ·, 

Som~ inma.~es have raised them­
selves above the dehumanization of 
-the p~nal system .• . They have be­
come men of faith·, m€m of strength; 
they' have become MUSLIM. Therein 

·lies their true rehabilitation. 

The Islamic Party receives hundreds 
of letters from Mu~lim prisoners 
across ' the c~untry r~q~esting 
Qurans, ·Hadith, prayer' books, and 
otllerlslamic ·literature. 

PLEASE HELP US . HEL~· THEM . ~y SEND­
ING BOOKS OR A TAX, DEDUCTIBLE 
CONTRIBUTION TO: 

".". 

-The Muslim· Prisoner -· 
' ... 

Book Fund 

Cfo 'The Islamic Party 
.... 770 -Park Rd. N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 2oo1o. 

'.l'-

.•. f • • . 

~:·The ··Nation 
Bookstore 

• ' ' I 

:·~specializing in 

. 3211 Georgia Ave~ N.W 
l r • - • ~ " .... • r ... ' . . .. 

. Was~ington; n.·c. · 2oo1o 

- -
~PHONE: ~20_2) .. 72 2- 95_1 ~ 

... 
Seek knowledge from ,the cradle 

• . ff" 

to the grave. 

. ..... 
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BEYOND MALTHUS: POPULATION AND POWER 
Neil w. Ch~mberlain (Basic Books, Inc.) 

A New Look at 
J the Populat~on Explosion 

Population growth, a top­
ic of serious concern in the 
world today, has attracted in- ­
terest sipce Robert T. Malthus 
wrote "An Essay on the ·Princi­
ple .of Population" in 1798. 
Malthus, a sixteenth century 
English minister, contended· 
that the rate of population 
growth· was disproportionate ~o 
the rate of food production~ 
Population, he said, increases 
by a geometric ratio (2,4,8, 
16,32,64 ... ) while food supply 
increases only by an arithme­
tic ratio .(2,4,6,8,.10,12 ... ). 
In view of· this phenomenon, 
his conclusion was that ulti­
mately poverty and starvation 
of catastrophic dimensions was 
unavoidable. Man could not 
escape from the consequences 
of the population explosion--

. "misery;!' which is "an abso­
lutely necessary consequence!' 
·and "vic·e," which is "a 'highly 
probable consequence." 

The Malthusian perspec­
tive, by ·provoking the fear 
that basic resources necessary 
'for hu~n existence will soon 
be increasingly difficult to 
obtain, has prompted govern­
ments the world over to insti­
tute policies of population 
control--mainly through family 
planning and its bitter 
fruits: contraception, abor­
tion, an·d sterilization •. Mr. 
Neil W. CQamberlain in his . 
book, BEYOND MALTHUS: POPULA­
TION AND POWER, presents an 
alternative view. He quotes 
a Russian physici~t who ob­
serves that people who are 
afraid of the population 
growth "look at a baby and see 
only a 1'mouth to be fed. They 
do not see the hands, which 
will be more than capable of 
.feeding the mouth. 

Contrary to the Malthusi­
an thesis, manrs ability to 
modify his patterns of soc~al 
behavior and to exercise con­
trol over technology (and 
hence, the means of· subsis­
-tence) wards off .the ill­
effects of great numbers . 

However,- Mr. Chamber~ain's 
main purpose was not to ~on­
tend with Malthus, but only 
'"to extend the realm of ·his 
-inquiry." BEYOND MA,LTHUS is 
not merely concerned with the 
demographic approach to the 
population problem (that is, 
the matter concerning the 
number of people relative to 
the food supply); the · book is 
chiefly concerned with the ef­
fects Qf population numbers, 
lqcation, and composition on · 
social organization, authority 
structure, forms of govern­
ment, institutions and organi­
zations, urbanization, distri­
bution of wealth, and 
international relations. 

Chamberlain's argument is 
that the most serious popula­
tion problems do not arise 
from any imminent danger of 
population growth outrunning 
available resources, but from 
critical shifts in the rela­
tive power--political as w·ell 
as economlc~--of different 
groups within society and be­
tween different societies 
themselves. Population growth 
.forces redistribution of pow­
er, authority, and social ad-

· vantage. Elite groups oppose 
any change in the social, pol­
itical, _and economic struc": 
tures because it means that 
their authority and ability to 
maintain a disproportionate 
share of social privilege 
would diminish. The disturb­
ance of this preferred status 
quo prompts action to curtail 
population numbers. 

BEYOND MALTHUS is an en­
lightening search into the 
~opulation - issue~ . The author 
has succeeded in broadening 
the scope of the problem and 
providing ao indepth look at 
its profound imp~ications on 
the human level rather thap on 
the statistical level. The 
book is a stimulus for deeper 
reflection on man's ability to 
adapt . to ever-changing condi­
tions. 



• Only complete way of life for the better­
ment of mankind 

• ·Only total unifying forfe man has ever · 
known 

• Only system implementing purity, clean­
liness. justice. and excellence in moral, 
spiritual, social. economical, and political 
affairs on an equitable basis 

ISLAM: THE RELIGION OF PEACE - The word 
' 'Islam" literally means : (I) peace; (2) submission. 
The word signifies complete submission to the Will 
of Allah, The One True God. 

OBJECT OF THE RELIGION ..:... Islam provides its 
followers with a perfect code, whereby they may 
work out what is noble . and good in man , and thus 
maintain peace between man and man. 

THE PROPHET OF ISLAM - Muhammad , popularly 
known as .the Prophet of Islam, ~~s, however, the 
last of the Prophets. Muslims, i.e., the followers of 
Islam, accept all such prophets of the. world , includ­
ing Abraham, Moses and Jesus, as revealed by the 
Will of Allah for the ,guidance of humanity . 

THE QUR'AN - The Scripture of the Muslims is the 
Qur'an. Muslims believe in the Divine origin of every 
other sacred book. Inasmuch as all such previous 
revelations have become corrupted through human 
interpolation , the Qur'an, the last Book of Allah carne 
as a recapitulation of the former scrip tures. 

ARTICLES OF FAITH IN ISLAM - These are seven 
in number : Belief in (I) Allah; (2) Angels ; (3) Books 
from Allah ; ( 4) Messengers from Allah; ( 5) the 
Hereafter ; (6) the Premeasurement of good and evil ; 
( 7) Re~urrection after death . 

PILLARS o ·F ISLAM - These are five in numher : 
(I) Declaration of faith in the Oneness of Allah, and 
in the Divine Messengership of Muhammad ; ( 2) Prayer ; 
(:J) Fasting ; (4) Alms-giving ; (5) Pilgrimage to, the 
Holy Ka'aba at Mecca. 

ATTRIBUTES OF ALLAH -· The Muslims worship 
One God , Allah - the Alrnigh .ty, the All-Knowing, the 
All-Just, the Cherisher of All the worlds. the Friend. 
the Helper. There is none like Him. He has no 
partner. He is neither hcgotten nor has He hcgo tten 
any son or daughter. Hc is.. indlvisihlc in Pe rso n. lie 

• A proven system of sociai justice for all 
people and societies · ' 

• Most relevant ideology for the struggling 
racial and ethnic minorities . 

• The only Revolutionary Doctrine that is 
based on the soundest sources and has 
withstood the centuries of failure and 
obsoleteness 

is the Light of the Hea vens and the Eart h. thc 
·Merciful , the ('ornpassionate. thc Glorious. the · 
Magnificent, the Beautiful. the EternaL the Infin ite . 
the First and the Last. 

FAITH AND ACTION Faith without action is a 
dead letter. Faith by itself is insufficient, unless 
tr'anslated into ~ction. A Muslim believes in his own 
personal accountability for his actions in this life and 
the Hereafter. Each must bear his own burden and 
none can expiate for another's sin. 

CAPABILITIES OF MAN IN ISLAM - The Muslim 
believes in the 'inherent sinless~ess of man's n.ature, 
which, mad e of the best fibre , is capanle of unlimited 
progress and dcvclopmcnt. 

EQUALITY OF MANKIND AND THE BROTH ER­
HOOD OF ISLAM - Islam is the · re ligion of the 
Unity of Allah and the equality of mankind. Line­
age, riches and fami ly honors arc accide ntal things : 
virtue and the se rvice of humanity arc matters of real 
merit. Disti nc ti o ns of color, race and creed arc 
unkn own in the Principles of Isla m. 

KNOWLEDGE - The pursuit of knowledge is a duty 
in Islam, and 'it is th e aGqu isiti on of knowcldge that 
makes men supe.rior eve n to ange ls. 

SANCTITY OF LABOR - Every lahor which c nahl es . 
man to live honestly is rcstYectcd,. Idleness is deemed 
a sin. 

CHARITY - All the facultie s of man have hcen given 
to him as a trust from Allah for the henefit of his 
fello~-creaturcs . It is man's duty to live for o th ers . 
and his charities must he app li ed without any 
distincti on of pcr.sons. Chanty in Islam hrings man 
nearer to Allah . Charity and th e giving of alms 
have been made · o hligatory . and every person who 
possesses prope rty ahove a certain limit has to pay a 
tax , levied o n th e rich for ths henefit of th e poor. 

THE ISLAMIC PARTY IN NORTH AMERICA 
National Headquarters, Masjid ui-Ummah (The Community Mosque) 

770 Park Road N.W.; Washington, D.C. 20010 • (202) 291-2300 
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The Prophet's Mosque at Medina 

THIS IS NOT A COMMERCI~L PUBLICATION. IT CONTAINS THE DIVINE WORDS 
OF ALLAH AND §HOULD NOT BE DESTROYED OR LEFT IN INDECENT PLACES. 
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